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Welcome Neuroscience Undergraduates     to the new academic 

year at the University of Miami. As neuroscience majors, you are to be 

congratulated for this achievement. I look forward to interacting with our new 

class of neuroscientists as well as our current majors.  I hope you all had a great 

summer either relaxing, volunteering in laboratories or shadowing physicians.  

As you all know, this major is one of the most competitive majors to declare at 

UM.  We have a number of exciting activities for you to participate in this 

academic year thanks to our excellent leadership in Nu Rho Psi.    UM offers 

you an opportunity to participate in a number of clubs which may result in 

lifelong friendships while having a good time and maybe even learning 

something. Please reach out to me 

NEU 

  if you would like to discuss your future plans 

or would like to gain experience in a research 

lab.  As you know, I am always available and 

your advisor, Martha Medina, is also an 

excellent resource for questions about 

planning your studies at UM.  Have an 

incredible semester and GO CANES!!!!!!! 

 

Dr. Helen Bramlett 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neuroscience Senior, Ann Sia, is currently working at the Sylvester 

Comprehensive Cancer Center with Dr. Penedo and Dr. Fleszar-

Pavlovic on the project: "eHealth mindfulness-based music therapy 

for patients undergoing allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell 

transplantation: A pilot randomized controlled trial protocol". She 

has published in Contemporary Clinical Trials and is working on her 

honors thesis. She is an HHMI scholar and volunteer for Science 

Made Sensible. She previously interned at the Mayo Clinic and was 

a Chemistry tutor. She also finds time to lead the Asian American 

Student Association as well as having leadership roles in Omicron 

Delta Kappa and the Filipino Student Association.  

Hugo Fernandez, Junior, is a research 

assistant at the Lois Pope Center for 

Biomedical Engineering Research, he also 

works as a tutor for young students in math 

and history and has volunteered at the 

National Science Bowl competition. He is 

also avid in helping the homeless and students 

with disabilities. Hugo is double majoring 

with Biochemistry. He has a perfect 4.0 GPA, 

Dean’s list, Provost Honor Roll, President’s 

Honor Roll, HHMI scholar, and Foote 

Fellow. 

NEU Student News 
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Gina Adams, Senior, is a research assistant at the 

Miami Project to Cure Paralysis with Dr. Lee on the 

fibrotic and glial scar post spinal cord injuries. She is a 

Henry G. Steinbrenner Scholar, a volunteer at Sylvester 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and a research assistant at 

UM’s Microbiology and Immunology department working 

with Dr. Levy. Gina has also been a volunteer at the UM 

Pulmonary department and for the Medlife Service- 

Learning mobile clinics in Lima, Peru and in Tamarindo, 

Costa Rica. She is a double major with Microbiology and 

Immunology, perfect 4.0 GPA, Dean’s list, Provost Honor 

Roll, President’s Honor Roll and Foote Fellow. 
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NEU Student News 

Jenna Fitzpatrick, NEU Sophomore, is a research 

assistant at the Miller School of Medicine, working in Dr. 

Atkin’s Lab on the Miami Project on Alzheimer’s research. 

Jenna is a tutor for General and Organic Chemistry and co-

President of Soon-to-be-Life Club. She has been a research 

assistant at the Biophysics/Neuroscience lab with Dr. Klein, 

and has volunteered at the Nicklaus Children’s Hospital. 

She finds time to volunteer at disability services and is PR 

chair for the Miami Motion Dance Team. Jenna has a 

perfect 4.0 GPA, Dean’s list, Provost Honor Roll, 

President’s Honor Roll, Foote Fellow and Alpha Lamba 

Delta honor society member.  

Lucia Muscarello, NEU Senior, is a volunteer for the 

Samuel Floersheimer Foundation where she helps with 

the integration of young adults with Down syndrome. 

Lucia also assists with patient consultations while 

shadowing oncologist at the Rush University Cancer 

Clinic in Chicago. She is the director of guest speakers 

for Cane’s Fight Cancer, and tutors elementary and high 

school students in math and science as well as advising 

them for the future. Lucia is an outstanding student, 

achieving Dean’s List, Provost Honor Roll, and 

President’s Honor Roll. She is a member of the Nu Rho 

Psi Neuroscience Honor Society and recipient of the 

Cane’s Achievement Scholarship and UM Coral Grant. 

Iheukwumere Marcus, NEU Junior, is excelling 

not only as a scholar but as an athlete, entrepreneur and 

community volunteer. Iheukwumere has a perfect 4.0 

GPA therefore achieving Dean’s List, Provost Honor 

Roll, and President’s Honor Roll. He is minoring in 

both biochemistry and modern languages (French and 

Spanish). He has volunteered at the Appalachian 

Service Project where he was in charge of coordinating 

efforts to renovate and repair homes for the 

underprivileged. He has his own photography studio, 

and plays the guitar at his Christian Worship Ministry. 

Iheukwumere is also #56 Defensive Line for the UM 

Football Team. Go Canes! 
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Neuroscience Senior, Timothy McCormack, is  

currently a research assistant at the BREATH lab working 

on psychoneuroimmunology, co-authoring for the 

Psycho/Neuroimmunology Research Society.  Timmothy 

has also been a workshop leader at the Biology department 

and a STEM tutor for biology, chemistry and math. He is 

also an entrepreneur, founding Health Haven Online 

Health Education to educate on common health conditions 

and their treatments. He is an HHMI scholar and has a 

perfect 4.0 GPA, Dean’s list, Provost Honor Roll, and 

President’s Honor Roll. 

NEU Student News 

Neuroscience Sophomore, Vanessa Lawreszuk, has volunteered at the Miami Project to Cure 

Paralysis during their open house tours, and in raising funds for cancer research with Miami Lakes 

Cars for a Cure, the Miami Foundation and the Sylvester Cancer Institute. Last summer she was 

shadowing and in observership with Neuro Radiologists at Observed Trauma Care, Emergency 

Department, and Surgical Intensive Care Unit at the Froedtert Health Hospital, Medical College of 

Wisconsin. Vanessa is part of AMSA and Medicine, Education and Development for Low Income 

Families Everywhere in Coral Gables, among other associations. Both Vanessa and Victoria are 

excelling in their Neuroscience studies and are avid swim instructors with lifeguard certification. 

Neuroscience Sophomore, Victoria 

Lawreszuk, is currently a research 

assistant at the Evelyn F. McKnight 

Brain Institute. She has volunteered at 

the Miami Project to Cure Paralysis 

during their open house tours and at 

Doctor’s Hospital in several areas, 

learning to work with patients in a 

demanding environment. Victoria has 

also volunteered at the Humane Society 

in Wisconsin where she worked with 

cats and collaborated with the 

veterinary technologist. She is also 

currently working as a medical scribe 

with ScribeAmerica at Ascension 

Wisconsin Hospital. She is minoring in 

Health Management Policy and like her 

twin sister, Vanessa, in Biochemistry 

and French.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Nu Rho Psi Events 

 5 Are You Smarter than a Neuroscientist? game night February 15th, 2024  

The Neuroscientist: Dr. Bramlett 

The Prizes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 27th, 2024,  Iron Arrow Room at the Shalala Student 

Center,  Nu Rho Psi hosted the Mentor/Mentee Reception. 

Upperclassmen Mentors and Freshmen Mentees gathered to play 

some fun Ice-Breaker, Getting to Know You games and share 

knowledge the program 

Nu Rho Psi Events 
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Pope Life tour March 22nd, 2024 

Dr. David McMillan, Assistant Professor & 

Director of Education and Outreach at the 

Miami Project to Cure Paralysis gave a tour 

to our Neuroscience undergraduate 

students. The UM Miami alpha chapter of 

Nu Rho Psi honor society facilitated this 

great opportunity for the students. Students 

received first-hand information on all 

research areas at the institute. They were 

able to observe and find what where they 

would like to volunteer or apply for a 

research assistant position. Truly a great 

experience! 

Nu Rho Psi Events 
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The always anticipated Faculty Mixer, 

took place on April 18th, 2024 at the 

Shalala Student Center combined Activity 

rooms. An opportunity for networking and 

great Neuroscience conversation! NEU 

Seniors present their final neuroscience 

lab research projects surrounded by 

faculty and peers in an unforgettable night! 
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Nu Rho Psi Induction Ceremony, April 12th, 202 at the Iron Arrow Room, Shalala Student Center.   


